CUMBERLAND COUNTY BOARD MEETING
1/13/2026
7:00 PM

After Chairman Holkenbrink called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm the Pledge of Allegiance to
the American Flag was recited.

PRAYER: Dustin Ruholl
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A Motion was made by Lavton and seconded by Knueppel to approve the agenda.
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A Mation was made by Brandenburg and seconded by Wente to approve the minutes of the
Regular Board meeting held on December 9, 2025.
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A Motion was made by Blade and seconded by Brandenburg to approve the minutes of the
Truth in Taxation Hearing held on December 3, 2025.
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A Motion was made by Knueppel and seconded by Brandenburg to approve the minutes of
the Truth in Taxation Hearing held on December 8, 2025.
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PUBLIC COMMENT: None

GUEST: JACOB JANSSEN, SNEDEKER RISK MGMT, PRESENT DIVIDEND CK
For $7,000.00
IDOT REPRESENTATIVE-Greg Jamerson, out of Effingham office,
here to answer any questions on the closure of Rt 121 and the detour
being the Burma. Usually when there is a closure, they try to re-
route on a state road but it is not possible this time. Layton was
concerned on the traffic that would probably use 1200N or the
county line road. The state could offer to monitor 1200N. Authorities
could also put up signs closing to thru traffic. Hopefully this project
will only take a few months. Knueppel asked the States Attorney if
he could ask a question about the covered bridge and was told yes.
He wanted to know who maintains the covered bridge and Mr.
Jamerson said it would be the state’s responsibility. Tim McMechan
wanted to know when the 1-70 bridge over the Midget would be fixed.
Mr. Jamerson did not know at this time.




SARA RUHOLL, BROADBAND COMMITTEE-This resolution is to get
Nextlink to give a timeline of work. The broadband committee
worked 16 weeks then found out the County was not eligible for the
grant because Nextlink had been awarded a grant in 2018. They have
10 years (2028) in the original contract. Crawford County is having
the same issue.

FLOYD HOLKENBRINK: Todd Maxfield was in attendance and said the card would be for
office supplies and for incentives to people on probation.

A Motion was made by Layton and seconded by Blade to approve resolution for Probation &
Court Services to open a credit card with FNB ($1,000.00 limit)
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A Motion was made by Lavton and seconded by Wente to approve resolution regarding rural
digital opportunity.
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A Motion was made by Layton and seconded by Wente to approve the renewal of Video
Gaming License for Lakeside Timbers RV Campground.
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A Motion was made by Wente and seconded by Brandenburg to accept the resignation of

Mike Black, Jerry Kemper and Phil Sherwood from
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the Special Service Area Commission.
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Knueppel wanted to thank the 3 individuals for

being on the SSA. They did a great job.

DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION ON AMENDING THE SOLAR ORDINANCE
Statute regulates what the board wanted to amend. No action or discussion was

done.

BEVERLY HOWARD:

A Motion was made by Blade and seconded by Layton to approve the County Clerk and Tax

Redemptions reports for December 2025,
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JENNY MAYNARD:

A Motion was made by Knueppel and seconded by Brandenburg to approve the Treasurers

report for December 2025.
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RICHARD MURRAY: Route 40 will be closing on April 1, 2026.

A Motion was made by Layton and seconded by Brandenburg to approve the Highway bills for
December 2025 in the amount of $13,348.57.

Aye Pass Abstain Nay Aye Pass Abstain Nay
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A Motion was made by Blade and seconded by Brandenburg to approve resolution for
Maintenance under the IL Highway Code (MFT funds). $297.876.20

Aye Pass Abstain Nay Aye Pass Abstain Nay
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A Motion was made by Layton and seconded by Wente to approve the Letter of Understanding
with IDOT with the inclusion of 1200N for monitoring.
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DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION ON CHANGES TO ROAD USE AGREEMENT

Richard Murray would like to make the current RUA for solar only. He would like to use
Sheryl Churney, Attorney, from Streator, IL to write up the RUA specific for wind farms
and the cost would be paid by the wind project.




A Motion was made by Knueppel and seconded by Brandenburg to leave the existing RUA for
solar and have an attorney write up the RUA for wind farms at the expense of the wind project.
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SHERI DROTOR: NA

RHONDA WILSON: not present

MCKENZI EASTON: not present

STEVE MAROON: not present

BRYAN ROBBINS: NA

JONATHAN BRADEN: Not present

JENNIFER PHIPPS: Not present

ALISA GRAY: NA

MIKAYLA GIPP: Not present

TROY KEMPER:

A Motion was made by Blade and seconded by Lavton to appoint Jessica Schultz as the

administrator of Animal Control.
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MIKE BLACK: Not present
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A Motion was made by Knueppel and seconded by Brandenburg to ratify payment of Manual
bills for December in the amount of $64,609.15.
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A Motion was made by Layton and seconded by Blade to approve the payment of Invoices in
the amount of $142,725.94.
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A Motion was made by Knueppel and seconded by Blade to ratify payment of Payroll #25 in
the amount of $127,534.54.
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A Motion was made by Lavton and seconded by Wente to ratify payment of Payroll #26 in the
amount of $130,877.75.

Aye Pass Abstain Nay Aye Pass Abstain Nay
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A Motion was made by Layton and seconded by Knueppel to adjourn the meeting at 7:34 pm.
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Beverly Howard, County Clerk Floyd Holkenbrink, Chairman




